
8th grade Spanish One CP 

High School Credit  

Sra. Cardona Syllabus 

 

1. Learner Profile: 

a. By the end of your first year of language study, you can understand and say a lot. You can read 

and write in the language, as well. In general, you can confidently give personal information 

about yourself, as well as information about others; you can tell about your likes and dislikes, 

your preferences and your needs, and you begin to use the language for some daily functions, 

like asking for or giving directions or maybe even buying things like food or clothing. You will 

probably make some mistakes when you communicate, but you should keep in mind that these 

mistakes are a natural part of learning a new language. Just pay attention to them to see if you 

can begin to eliminate them. 

 

2. Course Objectives: 

a. This course will take you through basic vocabulary and grammar of the Spanish language.  You 

are expected to reach the novice high level by the end of the school year.   

b. You will be introduced to speaking, reading, writing, and comprehending basic Spanish.   

c. All students will develop an appreciation for the Spanish language and cultures. 

 

       

3. Units to be Covered: 

a.  Unit 1- My School Life (Quarter 1) 

b. Unit 2- All About Me! (Quarter 2) 

c. Unit 3- My Home and Family Life! (Quarter 3) 

d. Unit 4- Let’s Go Out to Eat! (Quarter 4) 

e. Unit 5- Going to the Market!  

*For more specifics on each unit such as vocabulary and grammar refer to the unit overviews on my 

website/Google Drive link. 

 

4. Materials Required: 

a. Notebook paper 

b. Pens/pencils 

c. Organized binder (there is NO textbook) 

d. Spanish/English dictionary (Optional- a class set is provided, although this may be helpful with 

work at home and for students who plan to continue their study of Spanish.) 

 

5. Evaluation:        

                    

Grading:   Assessment of progress will include interpretive tasks (listening and reading authentic texts), 

interpersonal tasks (speaking and writing components), and presentational tasks (oral or written).   

Quarter grades will be determined as follows:  

Summative Assessments→    40% 

IPAs, tests, projects, stamps 

 

Formative Assessments→     45% 

Practice IPAs (interpretive, presentational, 

interpersonal), Quizzes 

Classwork/Homework →  15% 

 

 

IMPORTANT: Please be aware that in order to be recommended for Spanish II CP at the high 

school you must earn an average of 85% or above in this course. 

 



6. Assignment Policy: 

a.  Performance activities are required regularly (class presentation, role-playing, speaking in 

target language, etc.) as part of the classwork grade.  As Spanish vocabulary increases, less 

English will be accepted in the classroom. 

b. Quizzes will be given to assess interim learning. 

c. Class work / Homework: Learning a foreign language is best done through language 

acquisition.  I conduct the majority of class in Spanish.  The best way to acquire a language is to 

actively listen, participate in class activities, and be present in class.  You should continuously 

review Spanish as it takes time and effort to acquire fluency in a language.  I suggest practicing 

with native speakers (maybe at a restaurant), listening to Spanish music, watching a movie with 

Spanish subtitles, or setting a webpage language to Spanish.  Homework may include study for a 

specific assessment, finish a class assignment, or complete a task outside of class. 

d. Estampas:  At the beginning of the unit you will receive a Stamp Sheet of “I Can” statements 

(Standards).  You are expected to use the Spanish on the stamp sheets in class daily to fulfil a 

classwork grade.  This is worth forty percent of your quarter average!  You should make note of 

what to say for each stamp on a separate sheet which will also be turned in with the unit stamps.  

One may NOT use any notes when speaking for stamp credit in class!  You must keep track of 

your own stamp sheet- lost sheets will require students to redo the work.  Everyone will be given 

one stamp sheet only; should you need another stamp sheet you must print one off from my 

Edline website.  Stamp sheets will be collected at the end of each unit/quarter as a summative 

assessment grade (40%).  They will also be assessed randomly for a homework grade. 

e. Proficiency assessments (IPAs) will help determine your ability to 1) interpret reading and/or 

listening texts delivered in Spanish by answering questions involving the material (interpretive); 

2) use the target language to converse (interpersonal) with others, and 3) present a project in 

either written or spoken form (presentational).  Each quarter, you will take Unit IPA exams- 

these are secure district tests which can be considered “GRADED benchmark exams”.   These 

skills based assessments evaluate universal foreign language skills: interpretive- reading, 

presentational- writing, interpersonal- speaking.  You will be presented with authentic materials 

to interpret and discuss.  When speaking with a partner you receive your own grade.  These 

district exams are each 40% of the quarter grade. You must “show ALL you know”! 

f. You are expected to be in class on time, have required materials, and turn work in on time.  Late 

work will have a penalty.  Some late work may not be accepted depending on circumstances 

and/or student behavior.  Repeated late work will involve parent contact. Extra credit is not a 

possibility until one week before the grading period ends, and ALL of the student’s work is 

complete and satisfactory.  Extra credit cannot replace failing grades of 50 percent or lower.  

Class notes kept in the 3 ring binder will be the primary source for study materials.  Therefore, 

notebooks must be organized (in order by date) and up to date with current notes.  It is YOUR 

responsibility to request and make up missed assignments and notes.    If you are absent, go to 

the tab for the date(s) you missed to review what we did in class.  You will have a FINAL 

EXAM- so when your binder is full, remove all old papers and file them in one folder at home 

for study.  The exam is cumulative and worth 20% of your class average.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7. Behavior Management System: 

 

 

a. Show respect to the Spanish language, to the teacher and to others 

b. Be seated and ready 

c. Follow instructions  

d. Know when to talk and when to listen (It is VERY important that we all can practice both 

speaking AND listening to Spanish!)  

e. Keep hands and belongings to yourself 

 
listening during Unit Stamps/speaking, sitting in the correct seat, quiet listening/working, behaving for a 

substitute. Anyone who gets two to three negative behaviors in class will receive a detention 

depending on the severity of the offenses.  Examples of negative behaviors include but are not 

limited to: excessive talking/talking across the room, not following directions, being out of seat 

without permission, and distracting others.  Very disruptive behaviors will receive a detention or 

referral immediately.  Beverages are allowed as long as they do not cause a disruption.  Students 

who have food/gum in class will earn an immediate detention.  
 

 

 

8. World Language Cheating Policy:  Cheating includes, but is not limited to:  

a. using cheat sheets  

b. writing on your desk or hand  

c. copying  

d. misusing software or internet programs which translate for you (ex: Google Translate) 

e. having excessive assistance from a native speaker or a person with more advanced language 

skills  

f. any other activity that is generally considered to be dishonest 

*Students will receive a zero on assignments when it is determined that cheating has occurred. 

  

 

       Communication: 
The fastest way to reach me is through email:  macardona@dorchester2.k12.sc.us 
 

9. Course Requirements: 

a. vocabulary study 

b. grammar study 

c. cultural activities 

d. learning games 

e. whole class instruction 

f. IPA exams- skills based assessments which evaluate the following foreign language skills- 

interpretive- reading, presentational- writing, interpersonal- speaking.  These assessments are 

individual grades and you will be assessed by your use of authentic materials.   

 

*Web sites recommended for home practice: 

www.studyspanish.com                                                    www.quia.com/pages/Spanishteacher.html 

www.studystack.com                                                www.pasoapaso.com  (based on a level one text) 

www.classzone.com  (based on an level one text)  

 

       *ALL SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

 
PARENTS:  I am looking forward to an exciting semester/year with your child.  Thank you for your support.   

mailto:macardona@dorchester2.k12.sc.us


*AS YOUR CHILD’S FIRST ASSIGNMENT IN SPANISH ONE CP: Please be sure to read this syllabus 

thoroughly and discuss expectations with your child.   

 

 

Thank you so much for the opportunity to share my love of Spanish with your child! We are going to have a 

fantastic year!!!  ¡Gracias! 

 

 

___________________________________________________  _____________ 

Student Signature         Date 

 

___________________________________________________     _________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature        Date 

 

Phone  Mother:___________________ ______________________ 

Numbers:  Father:___________________ ______________________ 

 

Email:  Mother:___________________ ______________________ 

   Father:____________________ ______________________              


